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Southern Alberta Women’s Hockey Association Meeting

Indefinite Arts Centre - (Fairview Arena Complex)

Monday September 12, 2016  7pm
1. Call to Order
· 7:05pm
2. Roll Call of Teams – All Teams Present with the exception of those on the ice (Wild, Jaguars,  Hail Storm)
3. Determination of a Quorum – Quorum Determined
4. Agenda

4.1. Additions/Deletions - None
4.2. Approval of Agenda – Motion Approved
5. Introduction of special guests – 

5.1. Kristen Hagg- Calgary Inferno Assistant GM
· Inferno is looking for people to fill volunteer roles with the team during home games

· A job description will be posted on the website
· All games will be played at COP- the first game is on Oct. 8.

· The remaining schedule will be out shortly and can be found on the Canadian Womens Hockey website (www.cwhl.ca) 

· Kristen will be sending out an email with more information.

6. Executive Reports

6.1. President – Katie McGillivary Elgie

· Welcome to a new season
· SAWHA lost 3 teams this year but added 4 new teams and a rec tier of 6 teams

· There was an increase in costs with the addition of new arenas.  The good news is we have some better ice times- no Sunday night at 10:30 at COP!
· Hockey Alberta is no longer supporting Western Shield but Hockey BC is looking at doing something to replace it.

· ASHL (Adult Safe Hockey League) will have the regional championships in Saskatoon May 5-7
6.2. Vice President – Carissa Ottenbriet
· SAWHA Casino is September 25/26 at Casino Calgary.

· All the volunteer positions have been filled. If you didn’t get two people signed up you may be called upon to volunteer for the Social in February.

· No alcohol or gambling during the two day Casino event

· Alberta Gaming an Liquor Commission rules prevent volunteers from filling more than one position

· Please bring picture identification and arrive 15 minutes prior to your scheduled shift

· Alternates must be able to get to the casino within 45 minutes of being called.

· If you can’t make it and you find a sub for you then please email Carissa so she can get it changed.

6.3. Director - Referee Co-ordinator – Mandy Runcie

· Katie and I had a productive meeting with Rikki-Lee from central zone:

· Central Zone is holding a female only clinic Oct 16 at Mount Royal. The clinic includes classroom time as well as on ice instruction with a couple of Calgary’s top female officials. There are 1600 officials in Calgary and only 80-90 are female. As female hockey improves and grows every year I feel it is very important to also increase the number of female officials. I have had several coaches, players and parents express how much they appreciate having female officials. There is a link to the registration on SAWHA’s website. Anyone who wants more information please email me. Also Canlan’s insurance paid by all SAWHA players will cover players when reffing as well so you save $39. 

· All referees including rec refs will be assigned through central zone 

· The rec tier will have 1 ref per game

· Only Rec division will have a 3 goal per player per game rule

· We will work together to get games assigned to the refs who are most suited to officiate female hockey. 

· Please fill out the referee evaluations, in the toolkit on SAWHA website. Do positive evaluations as well as negative.

· There are no rule changes that will impact our league
· Since we are still under hockey Canada all players need to wear neck guards.  This includes goalies and throat guards do not count. This is particularly important for Rec teams who may not have had to wear them before!!!! 

· Only other significant rule that maybe different for Rec teams is red line vs blue line icing. I will send all rec team reps a reminder about the different rules. 

6.4. Director of Scheduling & Officiating – Anne Kromm
· As you know we lost 3 teams but we added 4 new teams and full recreational division of 6 teams. So SAWHA now has 48 teams!

· Leslie Ann and Katie had a busy summer getting new ice at Great Plains, negotiating with Winsport to trade the Sunday at 10:30 into a Saturday at 9:00pm all the while keeping our costs down. So good news we were very successful!

· The Great Plains facility is 7615 57 St SE- from Fairview go east on Glenmore Trail and turn left on 52nd street and then turn right on 76th Ave
· A new team, Lights Out, picked up 3 ice times at Scott Seaman arena which is before Okotoks but on the east side of the highway - 32156 Highway 552 E,- go south on Deerfoot and turn east onto Highway 552.
· With this new ice we still have 1/3 of our ice times during the week and all of our weekday ice times start by 10:00 and Friday and Saturday night games by 10:30..which was an incredible feat for SAWHA.

· The seeding round has been posted and is final. The seeding round will end by November 4th or 5th depending upon the Tier.

· Tier1 and the Rec Tier do not technically have a seeding round as there will not be any team movement after the seeding round is completed.

· Tier 2 currently has 12 teams in it and that will become 8 or 9 teams. The bottom 3 or 4 teams will drop down into Tier 3 which currently has 10 teams.

· Tier 3 will become 8 or 9 teams, so now the bottom 5 or 6 teams of Tier 3 will drop down into Tier 4, which will become 8 or 9 teams.

· Tier 4 currently has 12 teams in it and that will become 8 or 9 teams. The bottom 8 or 9 teams will drop down into Tier 5.

 

6.5. Director of Discipline & Game Reports – Susan Beirnes
· All teams must fill out a Code of Conduct and will be traded for Game Sheets

· The prior months’ game sheets due by the 10th of each month.

· Delivery Options are:

· Drop off at Fairview Arena mailbox in the lobby

· Mail to Fairview Arena at 2-8038 Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary, AB, 

T2H 0Y1, Attention:  SAWHA Discipline

· Games Sheets w/ suspensions are to be emailed within 24 hours to discipline@sawha.com. Hard copies of the game sheets are to be mailed within 48 hours (see above address) or delivered directly to Fairview Arena.

· Game Results must be inputted (by the home team) within 72 hours of game played.

· Referee Concerns / Comments:

· Please do not contact Central Zone directly; please use the online form for comments – when submitting game results there is a direct link on the web page to the referee evaluation page.

· If you have any players who have uncompleted suspensions from the 2015 / 2016 season, please ensure they serve the remainder of their suspension at the beginning of this season.
6.6. Director of Finance – Joanne Powell

· Budget 2016/2017

· Ice Costs have increased for this season.  Arenas with increases include Winsport (5%) and the Oval (3%).  The new Great Plains arena’s ice fees are considerably higher (30% more than our average ice cost).  This coupled with the increase in ice used throughout the season has resulted in increased ice costs per team.    

· With the folding of several teams sawha was also able to take on their ice contracts at the Oval and Vivo.  So as a whole Sawha is paying for 50% more ice than last season.  This isn’t a problem financially but will require more work when it comes to monitoring cash flow.  

· Ref fees have also increased from $100 per game to $110.  Teams that volunteered in last season’s casino will be receiving a $1,400 credit to ref fees to help mitigate these costs.  Along with the per game increase the assigning fees have also increased.  Last year was the first year that Central zone charged us and we were able to negotiate the fee down to 50%, this year the fee is $100 per team.  

· Overall we are expecting a positive net change in cash for both the BMO & RBC accounts
· Motion to approve the 2016/2017 Budget

· Payments for the 2016/2017 season are due tonight via cheque or e-transfer.  

E-transfers are now accepted for team fee payments under the following requirements:

1. Include your Team Name in the comments

2. Send all e-transfers to treasurer@sawha.com
3. Please use the following password: 20162017
6.7. Director of Administration & Registration – Kelly Matthews 
· Register thru the SAWHA website

· Send completed rosters to me to forward to CANLAN- please fill out all info for each player. Incomplete rosters will be sent back.
· If you are adding players during the season you will need to re-export the roster and send it to me

· Players cannot step on the ice until the roster is in and they are insured.  Please try to avoid sending me updates close to your game time as I cannot guarantee I will get the email sent to Canlan in time.

· Coaches are insured but are not charged so pleased make sure your coach is clearly labeled on your roster

· Subs (formerly called affiliates) should not be listed on your excel roster as they will end up getting double charged.  
· If you are unfamiliar with how to add or edit your roster please email me at registrar@sawha.ca 
6.8. Director of Fairview – Leslie Ann Kalman

· We have ordered a new Olympia, ice re-surfacer and we should get early 2017. We were successful on another Parks grant but we only received $25k. Thank you so much to everyone that sent in support letters.

· We were busy over the spring/summer but we did see a drop in bookings. The fall and winter are still looking as busy as ever.

6.9. Director of Communications & Advertising – April Hunt

· We are looking for a new venue for the social. If anyone has any ideas please forward them on to April – communications@sawha.com 

· If you have anything you would like to add to the SAWHA Newsletter please forward it to April
6.10. Director of League Development – Alyshia Pretulac
· a team in the rec tier is still looking for players. If you know of anyone who would like to play please have them contact recreationalhockey@sawha.com. 
7. Unfinished Business/New Business

7.1 Vote on Operating Rule changes

· Section T- Point 10 will be changed from ``Teams may borrow sub players from a team in the tier similar to tier 5`` to ``Teams may borrow sub players from a team within their division, the same rule as tier 5``.
· Goalies will remain at the 15 games max substitution rule.  If there becomes an issue the SAWHA Board can evoke the emergency rule.

· Players (Forwards and Defense) from a higher tier may sub as a goalie in the rec tier.
 
8. Next Meeting – November 28th, 2016 – IDAS
9. Adjournment 
· 8:00pm
